





The Court House, North Side, Steeple

Aston, OX25 4SE

Offers Over £1,250,000

A thoroughly serene house in a serene
location, with all the living and hobby space
most will ever need.

Taking design keys from Lutyens & Voysey, a hugely characterful detached
house of ¢.3,800 sq ft in a secluded plot of c.1/2 acre overlooking
paddocks. Main suite with dressing room, 4 further bedrooms, up to 4
receptions, double garage with workshop above, separate office...
Wonderful throughout.

Steeple Aston is an ancient settlement with roots going back to Roman
times, maybe earlier. The village has its own shop and Post Office (barely
a ten minute walk), a popular pub, a primary school dating back nearly 400
years, and a 1000 year old church. The community is enthusiastic and
vibrant with activities ranging from WI to bellringing, football and cricket.
Designated a conservation area in 1988, the village is set in glorious
surroundings with the river Cherwell running through the valley, situated 8
miles away from the luxurious Soho Farmhouse. And not forgetting that it
is also well placed for commuting, you really are spoilt for choice with
options by bus, road or rail to Oxford (17m), Banbury (10m), London (47
mins from Bicester North) and Birmingham. We think it's one of the most
rewarding villages to live in locally.

On first glance, | would have bet good money this house dated to the early
twentieth century, not 1982... There are many wonderful design cues
reminiscent of Voysey, Lutyens, and Garden City. It's all the lovelier for
those influences. It will come as no surprise to understand our client has a
deep personal and professional love of architecture, and commissioned a
designer who fell in love with the project. The result is a house that
manages to be simultaneously very interesting, very charming, and very
practical - no wonder they have been here so long. Someone once said
"excellence is to do a common thing in an uncommon way"; this house is a
fine example of that sentiment.




From the moment you walk in, the house raises a smile with its
individuality. Flanking the front door, no less than five tall, slender windows
in one reveal flood the dining room with great light. The fireplace on the
left sits discreetly within a small opening. You'll instantly notice the
asymmetry of the room, widening to the rear... This all sets the tone for a
house of completely unique style - and we're not yet past the first room...
Double doors link to a bright, relaxed and sizeable living room with
windows ranging round three sides. Those thoughtful design cues continue;
a window seat runs along the back wall for a peaceful view of the gardens,
and the rather fine fireplace smacks of Art deco. A glazed door opens into
what was once a veranda, later extended into the most interesting and
attractive of conservatories, with orientation to the West that stops it getting
too hot.

Another door opposite opens into the kitchen. Refitted in recent years, it's a
clever design that works perfectly with the room shape. A long run of units
down the left-hand side complete with a lengthy worktop culminates with a
unit housing a pair of high-level Neff ovens that also acts as a visual
separation between the dining area and the kitchen half. There's even an
area to the far end set up for seating - perfect for tired parents to keep an
eye on children and their homework... And in addition to the generous
storage in the kitchen, there is a deep walk in pantry large enough for any
chef.

From the kitchen you find yourself back in the hall, to the rear of the dining
room and the bottom of the stairs. This "mini hall" gives separation from
the kitchen and the utility room opposite, allowing the noise of washing
machine and dryer to be completely cut. Various store cupboards are
discreetly fitted to the sides, and a second sink sits atop a worksurface next
to a window that looks out across the rear garden to the paddocks beyond.
And beyond this, from the rear lobby a stable door opens to the outside.

Continue through and you find yourself in the main downstairs bedroom
suite. It's a thoroughly clever arrangement. The first room can be a dressing
room of some generous size (complete with walk-in wardrobe) or a baby's
room, or a quiet reading room from the main household. It connects
through to a large bathroom that includes a separate shower, pseudo en-
suite to a wonderful downstairs bedroom next door. Glazed double doors
open onto a completely secluded and enclosed patio, with simple bench
seating to one side and various shrubs and plants gently meandering up all
sides. A more peaceful spot for a morning coffee would be hard to find.

Heading upstairs, a small landing currently houses an upright piano
bookshelf and table - to give you some scale. Dead ahead a sizeable room
with wide-set eaves is arranged as a sublime mix of library, study, and
bedroom. There's even a window seat in the dormer to the left! Back to the
landing, keep right and you reach a wide upstairs living room space, big
enough to house several sofas and plenty of bookshelves. For growing
children this could be a fantastic space of their own away from parents. To
the far end there are three bedrooms, all offering gorgeous views out across
the gardens and the village beyond. One is fitted with a cabin bed, perfect
for younger children/grandchildren. Another is fitted with a wide range of
store cupboards and wardrobes. All are characterful and useful in equal
measure. And all three benefit from a good size bathroom just off the
sitting room.
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In addition to the main accommodation, the attached double garage is
huge. But there is yet more to offer as the space above is fully floored
with permanent stairs rising to it. Hence, while its current use is a
workshop it could just as easily be a serious home office, or the whole
could convert to a pretty amazing annex. The choices are limitless.

The outside space is every bit as interesting. Utterly secluded, quiet,
beautifully but gently landscaped, and looking out towards fields
behind, it combines relaxation and industry in equal measure. The
house sits towards the rear of the plot. At the front, a gravel lane runs
up from North Side, past a couple of other houses, culminating in a
five bar gate enclosing a large, dedicated driveway in front of the
garage (nb the neighbour has right of occasional access to their land
behind, but they have another access so this is not frequent).

The building to the right of the drive is a delightful design, with a well
insulated office to one end and a potting shed to the other. Opposite, a
block-paved path runs to the front door, with the open porch a good
spot to sit sheltered from the rain. The broad swathe of lawn fills the
frontage and gently curves round the left hand side. A wonderful timber
structure on the left doubles as an open-fronted summer house and
potting shed, providing another covered area for relaxed seating.
Behind the house, various planted beds flank a path that leads to the
rear garage door and the oil tank. There are various other seating areas
dotted around the plot, including a fine terrace next to a large fish
pond. The many wide beds are stocked with a profusion of mature
flowers, shrubs and various trees that give the whole plot a feeling of
real peace, with no overlooking window in any direction.
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Material Information QR code:

Ground Floor 1st Floor
224.5 sq.m. (2417 sq.ft.) approx. 128.9 sq.m. (1387 sq.ft.) approx.
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Double Garage
6.07m x 5.62m
1911" x 185"

Workshop
6.07m x 5.62m
19'11" X 18'5"

Energy Efficiency Rating

Current Potential

Very energy efficient - lower running costs
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TOTAL FLOOR AREA : 353.4 sq.m. (3804 sq.ft.) approx. W + ) (55-68) @
Whilst every attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy of the floorplan contained here, measurements \ 5@
of doors, windows, rooms and any other items are approximate and no responsibility is taken for any error, s,

omission or mis-statement. This plan is for illustrative purposes only and should be used as such by any (39-54) E
prospective purchaser. The services, systems and appliances shown have not been tested and no guarantee
as to their operability or efficiency can be given.
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Not energy efficient - higher running costs
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England & Wales 2002/91/EC [0

to discuss this property or to arrange a
viewing please call, or drop us a line
interested@cridlands.co.uk

01869 343600

Important Notice

These particulars are offered on the understanding that all negotiations are conducted through this company. Neither these particulars, nor oral representations, form part of any offer or
contract and their accuracy cannot be guaranteed. Any floor plan provided is for representation purposes only, as defined by the RICS Code of Measuring Practice and whilst every
attempt has been made to ensure their accuracy the measurements of windows, doors and rooms are approximate and should be used as such by prospective purchasers. Any
services, systems and appliances mentioned have not been tested by us and we cannot verify that they are in working order.

https://www.cridlands.co.uk







